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Basn: Instinct

L.A. designer Schuyler Samperton conjures a cozy home
f.:-f flnralq artwork, and prize heirlooms for a new client—herself

Text by Merle Ginsberg - Photography by Grev Crawford

When it comes to decorating, some dasigners adhere
12 a mathematical or a logical formula, one that em-
braces order and organization from tha ground up,
while cthers create a magical whole out of an eclactic
array of furmifure, art, and objects acquired along the
way, Schuyler Samperton definitely belongs to the sec-
ond group. The decorator’s newly refurbished Los An-
geles apartment (and the headquariers of her nascent
firm, Samperton & Hackathorn, with business pariner
Anna Hackathor) raflects alifa lived organically, wihere
beloved things accumulate without much thought given
o a particular oubconme.

“I'va colleciad a lot of things over the years,” says
samperton, "Basically | buy wihat | like, and | makea it
work. | never gooin with a plan—avar. Whan you saa
somathing that gives you an immadiate reaction, you
have to go for it, | never questionit.”

Thia Washington, D.C., nativa, who does nothing if mot
falbow herinstingts, moved from New Yark o the West
Coastin 1988, where she worked in the fast-irack workd
of entartainmant public relations for a decade balore
discovering her true calling, Samperton was waiting to
hear about a job offer al & PR company when her nand
dasigner Michael 5. Smith offered her a position at his
firrry. Sheé wound up staying there for nearly five years
before striking cut on her own with Hackathorm,
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Clockwisa fram top left: The armchair by
Brenda Antin s based on g late-10%k-
century English design; the triped llocr
lamp is by Paul Ferranta. An oarly-1018-
century plein-gir painling from J. F. Chan
Antiques hangs abova a 19205 Chénasn
wim conscle from the Fainting Couch;
thi crystal abjects are by Allison Barpor
&n 18505 English carved-weod arm-
chair from Nathan Turnar; the walls o
painted Pratt & Lamberi’s Myth. Facing
pagoe: An 18th-camtury Coramandel
screen from Mollyhack dominates the
dining ream; & Chiness smbroldened-silk
bedooyer froum Fenate Halpeon Grllaries
% ussd as & tablecioth. See Aesources.







but they didn't kaok right in my first place, a nondescrnpt

19605 houss without much chamm
samperton’s solution 1o pul togethar such disparate
terns in & relatively small apace—Itha five-room apart
ment measuras just 800 square feet—was (o use lots
of colar, “We 9ot pretty lucky with tha paint,” she says,
*None of it was mixed for us—tha gresan 0 e lving
rgom, the turquoige in the hall, the yellow in the dining
rogm. [hat Brightenad up that room 5o much; now it's
Cheeriul swharne Datone i1 was diesmal due 1o lack of ight.”
Sncethis was one of Samperton and Hackathorn's first
projects, they had to keap Sampearton’s budget firmly in
mind. Sll, there wene exceptions. While tha dining room
curtaing are stitched-together sans purchased in LA
Artesia naighborhood, the lving room curtaing weane cus
tom made. “They're full-tit Bannison,” Samperton says
That's whera most of the money went. But we had to
o make the room work
Sitting on the cockial table there iz aclua both 1o tha
desgnes's perscnality and her shie—Exie, a book of por
traits of the Rolling Stones. with Bianca Jagger and Anita
Pallarbarg in o, taken when tha band recondad Exila
an Main Street in the Scuth of France in the early *70s
it's the decrepit English-aristocrat thing that | ioe,™ Sam-
parton muses. *l hate "50s furnitura, anything amaata-
shaped, and any shade of beige. Thara's nothing like a
VEC-IN, slightly depressng ko to perk maa up. m nod
surg wihat that's about,” she adds, shaking her head
Mow that the apartmant 15 complate, Hackathom and
Samperton ans DUy wilh olher projects, nclueding the
Bevarly Hilts home of The Practice star Steve Harris, 8
8 000-square-foot Mapa Valey estala, and a lobby fiar
Ron Howard and Brian Grazer's imagine Entertainment
Yet Samperton makes sure not to get 50 busy that she
misses oul onlife’s pleasuras. *1gd surfing evany chanca
I get.” she says, "and |'ve stared taking mana trps 1o
Europe, Our goal is to work with people who have a
sense of adveniure and who are willing 1o try something
differant. And wou apsobutaly have 10 have a great tima
coeng what you do. In theend | thank thal shows,” @
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An antigue English screen painted with
imilitary scensa farma & hasdbonrd for Sam-
perion's bed; the Urbek suean is from thae
Lotws Collection, and the curtains ans mads
of Rogers & Goffigon's Pandora fabrio.
Facing page: & circa-1500 Franch walnut
table from Hollyhock and a 1#h-canliery
French love seat; the vintage linen piflow is
fram Branda Antin. See Aesources.




