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Tucked away
in the historic

HOLLYWOOD
Dell, a1920s

retreat occupied
for more than two
decades by multi-
hyphenate model
LARA HARRIS
is a testament

to how deep a
CONNECTION
resident and house
can have
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> Twenty-three years ago, when Lara

Harris was a young model, actress and
recent transplant from New York (by
way of Paris and her native Chicago), she
fell in love with a romantic house in the
Hollywood Dell.

“It was the guesthouse of the larger
home next door, which once belonged to
[silent film stars] Rudolph Valentino and
Pola Negri, and is really the grand pooh-
bah in the neighborhood,” she says, point-
ing out of her oversize living room win-
dow to the remains of a winding path that
connects the two properties, built in 1923.
“When I first moved in, I treated it like a
crash pad. All of the details, including the
wood floors and the plaster details on the
walls, were original, and my goal was re-
ally just to stay out of the house’s way,”
Harris recalls. “Over the years, [interior
designer] Schuyler [Samperton] has been
helping me figure out how to live here.”

Samperton transformed the property
from a well-preserved rental into an ex-
quisite family home. “Back in the day,
everyone I knew knew Schuyler, and we
eventually met when a mutual friend
made us co-godmothers of her young
daughter,” Harris says. “She’s now one of
my oldest friends.”

Samperton helped Harris remod-
el the house gradually, beginning
with the kitchen and bathrooms, af-
ter Harris bought the rental property
in 2000, installing stunning saffron-
colored drapes in the dining room, and
intuiting her friend’s changing needs. As
Harris’ life has shifted over the last two
decades, from being a top model for Gi-
orgio Armani to acting to graduate school
and now to her career as a practicing ther-
apist, the space has also transitioned from
a single woman’s (occasional) party house
to a family home.

Harris and her husband, Ned Moulton,
an investment banker and father of three
teenagers, met seven years ago in New
York and subsequently made this their
full-time residence.

“Tknew how much Schuyler understood
and appreciated my home, and I love how
she highlighted the inherent personality of
the architecture,” says Harris, referencing
the intricate plasterwork throughout the
house, a wall that flips to reveal a hidden
closet, and the charming original wood
floors that are worn down to the nails and
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Above: A pair of vintage
velvet Deco armchairs
flank a handmade Indian
hammered brass tray, all
from HOLLYWOOD AT
HOME. The embroidered
wall art is by LISA
BORGNES GIRAMONTI
and the antique rug from
J. ILOULIAN RUGS. The
leather studded table,
circa 1900, is from LEE
STANTON ANTIQUES. Left:
French museum display
cabinet, circa 1880, from
OBSOLETE and a circa
1900 city painting from
LEE STANTON ANTIQUES.
Opposite: Lara Harris

in front of her custom
closet, which swings open
to reveal a full space
tucked behind the master
bedroom wall.
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In the master bedroom,
Magnolia 3 by photographer
JACK SPENCER hangs
above a LOUIS PHILIPPE
chest with a dark marble top
from NATHAN TURNER.
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A vintage writing desk
and Hunzinger chair, both
from NATHAN TURNER,
provide a favorite spot for
Harris to enjoy breakfast.
The antique carpet is
from J. ILOULIAN RUGS.




The dining room table is surrounded

Clockwise: Custom

by custom chairs upholstered in PETER Whitley four
DUNHAM TEXTILES Samarkand fabric. poster bed from
The DINO SOPHIA ceramic and Polish HOLLYWOOD AT

pottery bowls are from NICKEY KEHOE
and the custom napkins are from
Gregory Parkinson’s textile line, G=P
SURROUND. The antique rug is from
SAMUEL'’S RUG GALLERY.

need to be treated with care.

“The house is cozy but minimal,” says
Samperton, who added Moorish Med-
iterranean details like custom dining
chairs upholstered in Peter Dunham’s
Samarkand fabric, and side tables with
bone inlay details. “We played with
neutrals and textures, like an old leather
chair and worn rugs that have personal-
ity and soul.”

Evidence of Harris’ glamorous histo-
ry is on view throughout, with framed
photographs of her from the likes of
famed photographer Robert Mapple-
thorpe propped up against the wall,
and portraits by esteemed artists such
as David Salle and Billy Sullivan. “I'm
always worried I'm veering into Norma
Desmond territory,”
to the over-the-top taste of Sunset Boule-
vard’s fictional character. But the elegant,
understated address reads like anything
but a museum or an ego palace.

“Living in an old house like this is

she jokes, referring

a commitment and a lot of work,” she
reflects. “It’s sort of like a relationship.
And it’s the longest relationship I've
ever had.” ¢

“I knew how much

HOME with throws
from AREA; vintage
black side table
from LEE STANTON
ANTIQUES over

a vintage Turkish
Kayseri rug from
AMADI CARPETS.
Vintage fabric on
bar table from
RENATE HALPERN
GALLERIES; vintage
sconces from
NICKEY KEHOE.
The plaster sconce is
original to the house.

SCHUYLER understood
and APPRECIATED
my home, and I love how she
highlighted the INHERENT
PERSONALITY ofthe (
ARCHITECTURE.
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